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THE BILLS OF LADING ACT.

[Inp1A AcT IX, 1856.] (11th April, 1856.)

Whereas by the custom of merchants a bill of lading of goods being
transferable by endorsement, the property in the goods may thereby pass to
the endorsee, but nevertheless, all rights  in respect of the contract
contamed in the bill of ladmg contlnue in the original shipper or owner, and
it is expedlent that such rights should pass with the property ; And whereas it
frequently happens tnat the goods in respect ¢f which bills cf lading purport
to be signed have not been laden on board, and it is proper that such bills of
ladmg in the hands of a_bond fide, holder for value should not be questioned
by the master or other person Signmg L ¢ same, on the ground of the goods
not havmg been laden as afOI'CSdld It is enacted as follows :—

1. EV,e.ry consignee. of goods:named. in a-bill of lading, and every endorsee
of a bill of.lading to whom-the property in:the goods therein mentioned shall
pass, upon or by reason of. suchi consignment or endcrsement shall have
transferred to and vested in. him all rights of suit, and be subject to the same
liabilities in respect of such goods as if the contract contamed 1n Lhe bill of
ladmg had been made w1th hlmself RE UL A S U LR

2. Nothmg herem contamed shall pre]udice or affect any: nght of
stoppage in transitu,l.or any right to claim freight againstithe originhal shipper
or owner, or .any liability” oi the consigneé’ or ‘endorsee 'by reason: or''in
consequence of his being such cons1gnee or endorsee, or of his receipt of the
goods by reason or in consequence of such: con51gnment or endorsement.

3. Every bill of ladmg in the hands of a cons1gnee or endorsee for
valuable ‘consideration. representing: goods to 'have' ‘been':shipped ‘on ‘board a
vessel,' shall:be conclusive evidence:of such sh1pmcnt ds ‘against tlie master or
other person-signing:the' same, notwithstanding that such gosds ot some' ‘part
thereof may not:have ‘been so shlpped unless such holder:of the ball of Iadmg

"1 As to stopmge in transxt see sccuons 50 to 92 of the S rle of (JUGdJ f!LCL (\ olumc

qf thxs
Code).
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shall have had actual notice at the time of receiving the same that the goods :s against
had not in fact been laden on board : i, TEhC;

Provided that the master or other person so s1gn1ng may exonerate P:o:iso.
himself, in respect of such 1111<representat10n by showing that it was caused
without any defaul!t on his part, and wholly by the fraud of the shipper or of
the holder, or some person under whom the holder claims.
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