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Marine Guidance ({ /2S25}

AMENDMENTS TO MARINE GUTDANCE {6nL2t)

Maritime Training rnstitutes, Maritime Training centres, rnstructors,
Assessors, Examiners and Seafarers

(a) Marine Guidance (6/?021) - Guidance for Maritirne Education &
Training Examination and Certification for Seafarers

(b) Notification t412016) - Guidance for Refresher, Updating and
Revalidation training requirements

(c) Rules for granting of certificates of competency and ce(ificates of
Proficiency of Masters, Officers and Ratings, as amended

(d) International Convention on standards of Training, certification and
Watchkeeping for Seafarers (STC W Convention), 197 B, as amended

Summary

This Marine Guidance pravides the system and syllabus of Refresher and Updating Courses and
Revalidation Coursesfor Deck fficers and GMDSS Radio Operators - Certffic*te of Competency
as required by tlw STCW Convention, Regulation I/1tr and the STCW Code Section A-I/I l.

l. Every master, deck ofiicer, and radio operator, who is serving at sea or intends to retum to sea
after a period ashore, shall, in order to continue to quali$, for seagoing service, be required, at intervals
not exceeding five years, in accordance with section A-Vl1 of the STCW Code, to establish continued
professional cornpetence.

2. Continued professional competence as required by paragraph 1 shall be established by an
approved seagoing service, performing functions appropriate to the certificate held, for a period of at
least:

(a) twelve months in total during the preceding five years; or

O) three months in total during the preceding six months immediately prior to revalidating
the certificate.

3. Every master, deck officer, and radio operator who has had an approved seagoing service as
prescribed in paragraph 2, shall successfully complete the refresher and updating courses as follows:

(a) for Deck Officers - Certificate of Competency Refresher and Updating Course as per
Annexes (PR.1.1) and (PR.l.2);

(b) for GhzIDSS Radio Operator - Certificate of Competency Refresher and Updating
Course as per Annexes (PR.13.1) and (pR.13.2).



4. Every master, deck officer, and radio operator, who has not had an approved seagoing service
as prescribed in paragraph 2, shall successfully complete the rsvalidation courses as follows:

(a) for Deck Officers - Certificate of Competency Revalidation Course as per Annexes
(PR. 12. 1) and (PR. 12.2);

(b) for GMDSS Radio Operator - Certi{icate of Competency Revalidation Course as p€r
Annexes (PR.14.1) and (PR.14.2).

This Marine Guidance shall enter into force on the date of issue.

(1412024) is superseded by this Marine Guidance.

General (Acting)

5.

6.



ANNEX(PR.1.1)

System of Maritime Education & Training, Examination, and Certification for
Deck Officers - Certificate of Competency

Refresher and Updating Course
(STCW Convention 1978 as amended, Regulation Ull &

STCW Code Section A-Ull)

The Refresher and Updating Course for Deck Off,rcers (Certificate of Competency), who are
serving at sea or intend to retum to sea after a period ashore in order to continue to qualifu for seagoing
service at intervals not exceeding five years, consists of theoretical lectures and assessments at the
Approved Maritime Training Centres.

1. Every candidate for certification shall have successfully completed the refresher and
updating course conducted at the Approved Maritime Training Centres and followed
up by an Assessment to meet the standard of competency specified in section A-V71,
paragraph 2 ofthe STCW Code.

2. The training and asssssment shall be administered, supervised, and monitored by the
Department of Marine Administration (DMA).

3. The DMA shall issue the Deck Officers-Certihcate of Competency to the candidates
who have successfully completed the refresher and updating course as well as holding
the respective valid CerJificates of Proficiency as required by the STCW Convention
and STCW Code.

Teaching System and Method of Demonstration for
Deck Officers - Certilicate of Competency

Refresher and Updating Course

Subjeets
Teaching

Eours

Demonstrating competence

Method Itrours Y" Pass

Amendments in the last 5 vears and future

regulations
1.00

Assessment

(Mrc) I 50

Amendments and Changes to important

codes recommendations and guidelines
0.50

Latest developrrents in machinery

installations on new ships
0.50

Advancements related to improvement in
design and materials of marine equipment

0.50

IMO strategy to reduce GHG, MEPC7} 0.50

IMO emission limit 0.25

New National Emission Control Area and

methods
0.25

Total 3.50



Atil\[EX(PR.1.2)

Syllabus of Maritime Education & Training, Examination and Certification for
Deckofficers - Certificate of Competency

Refresher and Updating Course
(STCW Convention, Regutation Vll)

1. Latest and upcoming changes in IMO and ILO conventions

1.1. International Convention for the Safety of Life at Se4 1974 (SOLAS 1974)

1.2. Protocol of 1988 relating to the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea,

1974 (SOLAS PROr 1988)

1.3. Codes and other instrurnexrts made mandatory under SOLAS

1.4. International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution fronn Ships, 1973, as Ntodifled
by the Protocol of 1978 relating thereto (MARPOL)

1.5. Codes made mandatory under MARPOL 73178

1.6. International Convention on Standards ofTmining, Certification and Watchkeeping for
Seafarers, 1978 (STCW 1978)

1.7 MaritimeLabourConvention,z}A5

International Medical Guide for Ships

Medical First Aid Guide for use in Accidents Involving Dangerous Goods
lntemational Maritime Training Guide

2. New technology developments

2.1. Latest developments in machinery installations on new ships being constructed across
the world, which may include green technologies and new technologies adopted for
propulsion and Auxiliary systems

2.2. Advancements related to improvement in the des-rgn and materials of marine equipment

3. Environmental pollution prevention

3.1. Port State control and Flag State inspectiorq Concentrated Inspection Campaigns

3.2. Areas for improvement to avoid detentions

3.3. IMO strategy to reduce GHG, MErc 72

3.4. IMO emission limit (TierIII)
3.5. NewNational Emission Control Area and Methods



ANNBX(PR.13.1)

System of Maritime Education & Training, Examination and Certification for
GMDSS Radio Operator - Certificate of Competency

Refresher and Updating Course
(STCW Convention, Regulation Ull & M2)

The Refresher and Updating Course for GMDSS Radio Operators (Certificate of Competency),
who are serving at sea or intend to return to sea after aperiod ashore in order to continue to qualify for
seagoing service at intervals of not exceeding five years, consists of theoretical lectures and
assessments at the Approved Maritime Training Centres.

1. Every candidate for certification shall have successfully completed the refresher and
updating course conducted at the Approved Maritime Training Centres and followed
up by an Assessment to meet the standard of competency specified in section A-I111,
paragraph 2 of the STCW Code.

The training and assessment shall be administered, supervised, and monitored by the
Department of Marine Administration (DMA).

The DMA shall issue the GMDSS Radio Operator (Certificate of Competency) to the
candidate who has successfuily completed the refresher and updating course, holding
the respective valid Certificates of Proficiency as required by the STCW Convention
and the Code.

Teaching System and Method of Demonstration for
GMDSS Radio Operator - Certificate of Competency

Refresher and Updating Course

2.

nJ.

Subjects
feaching
IIours

Demonstrating eompetence

Method Hours u/c Pass

Basic concept ofthe Global Maritime Distres:
and Safety System (GMDSS) & features of

0.75

Wriffen Assessment
(Mrc) 0.5 60

Amendmeut of SOLAS Convention 1.50

Survival Craft Radio Equipment Basic
Operational procedures, characteristics,
specifications and routine testing

0.75

Total 3.00



ANr{EX (PR.13.2)

Syllabus of Maritime Education & Training, Examination and Certification for
GMDSS Radio Operator- Certificate of Competency

Refresher and Updating Course
(STCW Convention, Regulation Ull &lYtz)

I. Basic concept of the Global Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS) & features of
the Maritime Mobile Service

(a) GMDSS concept using VHF / MF 1 F{F DSC and R/T as a means of distress alert,
urgency, safety, and routine for establishing communication to a coast and ship station

(b) Frequency, bands, and channelization presently used in GMDSS

2. Amendment of SOLAS Convention

(a) Regulations of the Chapter IY (Radiocommunications)

(b) Recognized Mobile Satellite Service (RMSS) System Concept

3. Survival Craft Radio Equipment: Basic Operational procedures, characteristics,
speci{ications ard routine testing

(a) Portable (immersion proofl YHF radios

(b) Search and Rescue Radar Transponders @adar SART)

(c) AIS SART

(d) Satellite EPIRBs



ANNEX(PR.12.1)

System of Maritime Education & Training, Examination and Certification for
Deck Officers - Certificate of Competency

Revalidation Course
(STCW Convention 1978 as amended, Regulation Ul1 &

STCW Code Section A-I/11)

The Revalidation Course for Deck Officers (Certificate of Competency), who have not had an
approved seagoing service, consists of theoretical lecfures and assessments at the Approved Maritime
Training Centres.

1. Every candidate for certification shall have successfully completed the revalidation
course conducted at the Approved Maritime Training Centres and followed up by an
Assessment to meet the standard of competency specified in section A-I/TL, paragraph
2 of the STCW Code.

2. The training and assessment sha1l be administered, supervised, and monitored by the
Department of Marine Administration (DMA).

3. The DMA shall issue the Deck Officers - Certificate of Competency to the candidates
who have successfully completed the revalidation course as well as holding the
respective valid Certiflcates of Proficiency as required by the STCW Convention and
STCW Code.

Teaching System and Method of Demonstration for
Deck Officers - Certificate of Competency

Revalidation Course

Subjects
Ieaching

Hours
Demonstrating competence

Method f[ours 7o Pass
Arnendmeats in the last 10 vears and futnre
regulations

3.00

Assessment

(Mrc) 50

Amendments and Changes to important codes

recommendations and guidelines
3.00

Latest developments in machinery installations on

new ships
3.00

Advancements related to improvement in the design

and materials of marine equipment
6.00

IMO strategy to reduce GHG, MEPC 72

IMO emission limit
New National Emission Control Area and Methods

3.00

Modern ENAs; e-Navigation; 3.00

Law ofthe Sea 3.00

Merchant Shipping Act 3.00

Ship-terminal communications;

Industrial requirements- Vetting CDI
Ship-shore safety checklist

3.00

Total 30.00



AIINEX(PR.t2.2)

Syllabus of Maritime Education & Training, Examination and Certilication for
Deck Officers - Certifrcate of Competency

Revalidation Course
(STCW Convention, Regulation U11)

Latest and upcoming changes in IMO and ILO conventions

1.1. International Convention for the Safety of Life at Se4 1974 (SOLAS 1974)

1.2. Protocol of 1988 relating to the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Se4
1974 (SOLAS PROT 1988)

1.3. Codes and other inskuments made mandatory under SOLAS

1.3.1. Use of the safety-related provisions of the Polar Code mandatory
l-3.2. Amendments to the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea

(SOLAS), 1974, as amended

1.3.3. Code for Ships Operating in Polar \Mater (polar Code)
I.3.4- Amendments to the International Code for the Enhanced Programme of

Inspections during surveys of Bulk carriers and oil rankers, 20ll eall ESp
Code)

1-3.5. AmendmentstothelntemationalConventionfortheSafetyoflifeatSea,lg74,
as amended

1,.3.6. Requirements for maintenance, thorough examination, operational testing,
overhaul and repair of lifeboats and Rescue boatso launching appliances and
release gear

1.3.7. Amendments to the Intemational Convention forthe Safety oflife atSeao 1974,
as amended: Protection against noise, boiler space foam type extinguisher

1.3.8. Amendments to the Intemational Convention for the Safety oflife atSea,l974,
as amended: Performance standard for protective coatings for dedicated
seawater ballast tanks in all types of ships and double-side skin spaces of bulk
carriers

1-3-9- Amendments to the International Life-saving Appliance (LSA) Code:
Launching and Embarkation appliance

1.3.10. Amendments to the Intemational Life-Saving Appliance (LSA) Code: Survival
Craft, Launching and Embarkation Appliances

1.3.11. Amendm-ents to the Protocol of 1988 relating to the International Convention
for the 'safety 

of Life at Sea, 1974: IGF code and ship using low Sulphur
1.3-l2.International Code of Safety for Ships using Gases or other Low-flashing Point

Fuels (IGF Code)
1.3.13. Amendments to the Intemational Code of Safety for Ships using Gases or other

Low-flashing Point Fuels (IGF Code)
1.3.14- Amendments to the Intemational Code of Safety for Ships using Gases or other

Low-flashing Point Fuels (IGF Code)
1.3.15. Amendments to the Intemational Maritime Dangerous Goods (IMDG) Code
1.3.16. Adoption of International Maritime Solid Bulk Cargoes (IMSBC) Code
1.3.17. Amendments to the International Maritime Solid Bulk Cargoes (IMSBC) Code
1.3.18. Areas for improvement to avoid detentions. (Machinery breakdown/ personal

injury)



1.4.

1.5.

1.3.19. International Management Code for the Safe Operation of Ships and for
Pollution Prevention (International safety Management (ISIO code):
Guidelines on Maritime Cyber Risk Management

International Convention forthe Prevention of Pollutioa &om Ships, lgT3,asModified
by the Protocol of 1978 relating thereto (MARPOL)

Codes made mandatory under MARPOL 73178

1.5.1. Guidelines for the development of a Ship Energy Efficiency Management PIan
(SEEMP)

1.5.2. Guidelines for Port state control under MARPOL Annex vI chapter 3
1.5.3. Amendments to the Annex of the lnternational Convention for the Prevention

of Pollution from Ships,1973, as amended by the Protocol of 1978 relating
thereto: Amendments to MARPOL Annex I

1.5.4. Amendments to the Annex of the Intemational Convention for the Prevention
of Pollution from Ships, 1973, as modified by the Protocol of 1978 relating
thereto: Amendments to MAMOL Annex V

1.5.5. Amendments to ths Annex of the International Convention for the Prevention
of Pollution from Ships, 1973, as modified by the Protocol of 1978 relating
thereto: Amsndments to MARPOL Annexes I, II and v (Electronic Record
Books)

1.5.6. Amendments to the Annex of the Intemational Convention for the Prevention
of Pollution from Ships, 1973, as modified by the Protocol of 1978 relating
thereto: Amendments to MAMOL Annex II (Cargo residues and tank washings
of persistent fl oating products)

1.5.7. Amendments to the Annex of the Protocol of 1997 to amend the International
Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973, as modified by
the Protocol of 1978 relating thereto: Topic 1.5; Codes made mandatory under
MARP0L 73/78:2016 amendments (MARPOL Annex vI, regulations 13)

1.5.8. Amendments to the NOx Technical Co{e 2008: Nihogen Oxides from Marine
Diesel Engines

1.5.9. Amendments to the Annex of the Protocol of 1997 to amend the Intemational
Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973, as modified by
the Protocol of 1978 relating thereto: Amendments to MARpoL Annex vI
Data collection system for fuel consumption

1.5.10. Amendments to The Annex of the Protocol of 1997 to amend the Intemational
Conventibn for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973, as modified by
the Protocol of 1978 relating thereto: Amendments to MARpoL Annex vI,
Designation of the Baltic Sea and the North Sea Emission Control Areas for
NOx Tier III control) (Information to be included in the bunker delivery note)

1.5.1l. Amendments to the Annex of the Protocol of 1997 to amend the Intemational
Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973, as modified by
the Protocol of 1978 relating thereto: Amendments to MARpoL Annex vI,
ECAs and required EEDI forro-ro cargo ships and ro-ro passenger ships

1.5.12. Amendmsnts to the Armex of the Protocol of 1997 to amend the Intemational
Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973, as modified by
the Protocol of 1978 relating thereto: Amendments to MARPOL Annex vI,
Prohibition on the carriage of non-compliant fuel oil for combustion purposes
for propulsion or operation on board a ship



1.6.

1.5.13. Amendments to the Annex of the Protocol of 199? to amend the International
Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973, as modified by
the Protocol of 1978 relating thereto amendments to MARPOL Annex VI,
Electronic Record Books and EEDI regulations for ice-strengthened ships

1.5.14. Amendments to the Technical Code on Control ofEmission ofNitrogen Oxides
from Marine Diesel Engines (Nox Technical Code 2003) @lectronic Record
Books and Certification requirements for SCR systems)

1.5.15.2019 Guidelines for On Board Sampling for the Verification of the Sulphur
Content of the Fuel Oil Used on Board Ships

1.5.16.2019 Guidelines for Consistent Implementation of the 0.50% Sulphur Limit
rmderMARPOL AnnexVI

1.5.17. CIMAC WG7 Guidelines for Marine fuel handling in connection to stability
and compatibilify

1.5.18. IMO emission limit (Tier III)
1.5.19. New National Emission Conhol Area and metlods
International Convention on Standards ofTraining Certification and Watchkeeprng for
Seafarers, 1978 (STCIV 197S)

1.6.1. Amendments to the International Convention on Standards of Training,
certification and watchkeeping for seafarers (srcw), 1978, as amended: IGF
kaining @asic and Advanced)

t-62. Amendments to the International Convention on Standards of Training,
certification and watchkeeping for seafarers (srcw), r97t, as amended

Maritime Labour Convention 2006

t.?.1. International Medical Guide for Ships
1.7.2. Medical First Aid Guide for Use in Accidents Involving Dangerous Goods
I.7.3. International Maritime Training Guide
l-7 -4- The 2016 amendments to the Maritime Labour convention,2006
L.7.5. The 2018 amendments to the Maritime Labour Convention,2006

Merchant Shipping Act

law of the Sea

1.7.

New technolory developments

2.1. Latest developments in machinery installations on new ships being constructed across
the world which may include green technologies and new technologies adopted for
propulsion and Auxiliary systems

Advancements related to irnprovement in the design and materials of marine
equipment. 2.3. Modern ENAs; e-Navigation;

Ship-terminal communications;

Industrial requirements - Vetting CDI

Ship-shore safety checklist

Latest developments in machinery installations on new ships being constructed across
the world, which may include green technologies and new technologies adopted for
propulsion and Auxiliary systems. [14 Technologies to Make the Ultimate Green Ship]
Advancements related to improvement in the design and materials of marine
equipment.

1.8

1.9

1',)

2.4"

2.5.

2.6.

2.7.

2.8.



: H:fiil:::ilf;1"TTy#rffiffi::fi#"ff:H*ffi*,,essengine
- Dual fuel engine arrangemeflt and safefy
- Using Low Sulphur fuel oil and the groblem it may occur

Snvironmental pollution prevrntion

3.1. Port State control and Flag State inspection, Coneentrated Inspection Campaigns

3.2. Areas for improvement to avoid detentions

3.3. IMO strategyto reduce.GHc, MEPC72

3.4. IMO emission timit (TierIII)
3.5. New National Emission Control Area and Methods



AI\NEX (PR.14.1)
System of Maritime Education & Training, Examination, and Certification for

GMDSS Radio Operator - Certificate of Competency
Revalidation Course

(STCW Convention, Regulation Utl & IY/2)

The Revalidation Course for Revalidation of GMDSS Radio Operators (Certificate of
Competency) who have not had an approved seagoing service, consists of theoretical lectures and
assessments at the Approved Maritime Training Cenkes.

1. Every candidate for certification shall have successfully completed the Revalidation
course conducted at the Approved Maritime Training Centres and followed up by an
Assessment to meet the standard of competency specified in the STCW Convention,
Regulation l/ll and the STCW Code Section A-Vl1.

2. The training and assessment shall be administered, supervised, and monitored by the
Department of Marine Administration (DMA).

3. The DMA shall issue the GMDSS Radio Operator (Certificate of Competency) to the
candidates who have successfully completed the Revalidation course as well as holding
the respective valid Certificates of Proficiency as required by the STCW Convention
and STCW Code.

Teaching System and Method of Demonstration for
GMDSS Radio Operator - Certificate of Competency

Revalidation Course

Subjects
Teaching

flaurs

Demonstrating eompetence

Method IIours t)6 Pass

General principles and basic features of
the Maritime Mobile Service

2.50

Wriffen Assessment

(Mrc) 1 60

Concept of the Global Maritime Distress
and Safety System (GMDSS)

3.50

Practical Knowledge, Operational
Characteristics and ability to use the
GMDSS sub-system equipment of a ship
station

8.00

Distress, Safety and routine
Communicaticn procedures in the
GMDSS

6.00

Total 20^a



ANIYEX (PR.14J)
Syllabus of Maritime Education & Training, Examination and Certification for

GMDSS Radio Operator - Certificate of Competency
Revalidation Course

(STCW Convention, Regulation IlLl &nrn)

1. General Principles and Basic Features of the Maritime Mobile Service

(a) Radiotelephone procedures

(b) Types of communications

Distress, urgency and safety cornmunication, public correspondence, port operations,
ship movemen! inter-ship and onboard communications

(c) Types of stations

Ship stations, coast stations, Rescue Coordination Cenhes (RCCs), pilot stations, port
stations and vessel haffic conkol stations

(d) Basic knowledge of frequency, bands, and channelization for VllFltrdFlHF/Immarsat
while covering basic propagation limitations.

2. Concept of the Globat Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS)

(a) System Concept

(0 GMDSS concept using VFIFIb4F/I{F DSC as a means of distress alert, urgency,
safety and routine fior establishing communication to a coast and ship station

(ir) MMSI concept in relation to DSC and EGC
(iii) GMDSS coverage areas

(b) Regulations

(i) Definitionof SeaAreasforAl, A2,A3 &A4
(i1) Distress Watch Keeping on YHF DSC channel 70, VHF channel t6 and MF

2182kIIz
(iil) Equipment carriage requirement for Sea Area A1, AZ, A3 and 44

3. Practical Knowledge, Operational Characteristics, and Ability to use the GMDSS sub-
system equipment of a Ship station

(a) Ship Statlon Equipment

(t) VHFIN{F#{F DSC watchreceiver/modem, classes and types ofDSC
(i0 VHFA{F/IIF R/T transceiver/transmitters and receivers: channels, controls,

usage and routine testing
(iii) DSC call categories, distress, urgency, safety, ship's business and routine

traffrc
(iv) Inmarsat classes, EGC, distress, conhols, operation, etc.
(v) Call telecommand and traffic information: distress alerts, other calls, working

channel infonnation and acknowledgrnent of calls
(vi) Record keeping (logs, etc.)
(vii) Cancellation of false alerts
(viii) Operational techniques, antenna adjustrnents, reserve sources of power and

station maintenance



(b) Survival Craft Radio Equipment Basic Operational procedures, characteristics,
specifications and routine testing

(i) Portable (immersion proofl VF{F radios

(iD Search and Rescue Radar Transpolders (Radar SART)

(110 Ars sARr
(iv) Satellite EpIRBs

(c) NAvTEx
(i) Maritime Safety Information (MSI) for basic NAVTEX system concept and

NAVAREAs
(ii) NAVTEX receiver operational characteristics, set-up procedues, and message

format

4. nistress, safety, and Routine communication Procedures in the GMDss

(a) Diskess, Urgency and Safety Communications
(t) VHFI\{F/IiF DSC Distress aler! sending receiving, and acknowledging,

cancellation of distress message, distress relay
(i1) VHF/I\4FIHF DSC urgency, safety calls and subsequent R/T traffic
(iii) On-scene communication and SAR operations
(iv) R/TDishsssubsequenttaffig Urgencyand Safetycommunications

(b) Operational Procedures for General Communications

(i) VHF/ MF / HF calling and replying frequencies
(ii) Using DSC to establish an initial call
(iii) Transmission and reception of routine R/T communications


